
Special Exhibitions 

Wacker at War. Experiences of an Artist
Wacker im Krieg. Erfahrungen eines Künstlers

Getting Things Done
Evolution of the Built Environment in Vorarlberg

Early Settlements. The Romans at Lake Constance
Stadt – Land – Fluss. Römer am Bodensee

Angelika Kauffmann. Unknown Treasures 
from Vorarlberg Private Collections

Nolde Luger. Graphic Provocation

Core Exhibitions 

buchstäblich vorarlberg 
Insights into the Collection

Cosmopolitan City or …
Brigantium in the 1st Century A.D. 
Weltstadt oder so …

ganznah
Touching Stories from Everyday Life

vorarlberg. a making-of
An Exhibition on the History of Vorarlberg

Exhibitions in the Atrium

Removal of Bells in the First World War
Die Glocken herunter in eiserner Zeit

Grid Marrisonie: Marienheim
Photographs | Installations

Christoph Lissy: My eight Fathers
Christoph Lissy: Meine acht Väter

The Myth of the Idyllic Mountain Lodge
Artist Residences on Montafon Mountain Huts 
2016 – 2018 Mythos Idylle Maisäß

Alfred Seiland: Imperium Romanum

NEW



Special Exhibitions 

Wacker at War
Experiences of an Artist
Special Exhibition until 17 02 2019  

For Rudolf Wacker (1893 – 1939), the war never 
came to an end. The 1st of August 1914, the day 
he departed from Bregenz and went to war, and 
the 14th of September 1920, the day he returned 
to Bregenz after five years as a prisoner of war in 
Siberia, remained the two most important days 
in the life of this painter. The exhibition illustrates 
how Wacker became an artist in the Siberian camp, 
and what impact the war and imprisonment had 
on his life and work. A large selection of paintings, 
drawings, photographs and personal documents 
provide a varied and lively image of the painter, who 
is one of the most important Austrian representatives 
of New Objectivity. In cooperation with the Franz-Michael- 
Felder-Archiv of the Vorarlberger Landesbibliothek.

Vi
ew

 o
f t

he
 e

xh
ib

it
io

n 
W

ac
ke

r 
at

 W
ar

, p
ho

to
gr

ap
h:

 D
ar

ko
 T

od
or

ov
ic



Getting Things Done
Evolution of the Built Environment in Vorarlberg
Special Exhibition, 16 03 2019 – 05 05 2019

Until now, this touring exhibition on recent 
Vorarlberg architecture and crafts has been shown 
in close to 30 cities around the world. Curated by 
Wolfgang Fiel, Getting Things Done will be shown 
one last time before the vorarlberg museum puts 
it into its collection. 230 projects offer a comprehen- 
sive overview of the development of what has been 
labelled the Vorarlberger Bauschule (Vorarlberg 
School of Building), from its origins in the late 
1950s to the present day. Photographs, plans, texts, 
and interviews allow the visitor to retrace the steps 
of this success story: A combination of innovative 
architects and clients, a good understanding of 
local materials and the quality of the landscape, 
liberal building regulations and the value placed 
on tradition and innovative crafts.
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Early Settlements
The Romans at Lake Constance
Special Exhibition, 13 04 2019 – 25 08 2019

After Roman troops conquered the Lake Constance 
region around 15 B.C., they romanized the area step 
by step. In Bregenz, they created a military base, 
and at the same time, a village, including a bridge 
over the Rhine, developed in Eschenz, located in 
today’s Swiss Canton Thurgau. More than 120 big 
farms cultivated the fertile land around the villages, 
which were connected by a dense network of roads 
and waterway transport routes. On these routes, 
numerous – to some extent new – goods and ideas 
came to the area around Lake Constance. The settle- 
ments grew fast and approximately 80 years after 
the region was conquered, Bregenz had a number 
of representative stone buildings: a forum, thermae, 
temples, residential buildings and quarters. The 
exhibition illustrates this era with all its various 
facets. Numerous finds provide an in-depth insight 
into the everyday life of that time. In cooperation with 
the Museum für Archäologie Thurgau (Switzerland), the
Archäologisches Landesmuseum Baden-Württemberg 
(Germany), Kreisarchäologie Konstanz (Germany) and 
Archäologie Liechtenstein.
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Angelika Kauffmann
Unknown Treasures from Vorarlberg Private Collections
Special Exhibition, 15 06 2019 – 06 10 2019

You have heard of Angelika Kauffmann? Sure! 
But certainly a major part of what is shown in 
this exhibition is unknown to the public. Private 
collectors from Vorarlberg, some of them for the 
very first time, show their paintings, drawings and 
graphic reproductions created by the famous artist. 
The curator Bettina Baumgärtel even managed to 
track down many works believed to have been lost 
forever. The exhibition is complemented by high-
profile items on loan from public collections such as 
the Victoria & Albert Museum in London. Angelika 
Kauffmann (1741 – 1807) was a pioneer for the 
art of classicism. Her overwhelming success made 
her a myth in her own time. After Dessau 2017, 
the exhibition is now shown in the vorarlberg 
museum and in the Angelika Kauffmann Museum 
in Schwarzenberg. In cooperation with the UNESCO 
World Heritage Garden Kingdom of Dessau-Wörlitz 
in Saxony-Anhalt, the Angelika Kauffmann Museum 
Schwarzenberg and the Angelika Kauffmann Research 
Project (AKRP).
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Nolde Luger
Graphic Provocation
Special Exhibition, 23 11 2019 – Feb 2020

Whether at the Flint Festival (1970/71) or at the 
Bregenzer Randspiele (1972 – 1976) (alternative 
culture festival in Bregenz) – the graphic designer 
Reinhold Luger was one of the leaders of the cultural 
protest movement in Vorarlberg. He also delivered 
corresponding paperwork: acrimonious posters, 
caricatures, pamphlets and flyers. Later, from 1983 
to 2003, he designed posters of timeless beauty for all 
the opera productions at the Bregenz Festival. Today, 
almost everybody in Vorarlberg knows the graphic 
designer’s work – the logos of cities and communities, 
the design of local and regional bus fleets and the 
typical steles at bus stops as well as the guidance 
systems in buildings and public spaces. Embedded 
in the context of cultural and contemporary history, 
the exhibition shows numerous examples of Luger’s 
constructive and critical work. In cooperation with the 
Vorarlberger Landesbibliothek. 
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buchstäblich vorarlberg
Insights into the Collection
Exhibition on the Second Floor 

The museum’s collection comprises close to 160,000 
objects from the fields of archaeology, art, every- 
day culture and history. The exhibition showcases 
important and less important objects from the 
museum’s rich holdings in alphabetical order. It 
starts with the letter “A” for “angelica-mad,” showing 
engravings by the artist Angelika Kauffmann, and 
ends with the letter “Z” for “zahla” (to pay), which 
features the hoard of coins found at Sonderberg 
Castle. In between schnapps glasses, self-portraits 
by Edmund Kalb, pommels, the estate of Fritz Krcal, 
priest‘s vestments, herbariums …

ganznah
Touching Stories from Everyday Life
Exhibition on the Fourth Floor

A trapeze artist from Feldkirch who performed at 
the world-famous Sarrasani Circus; a nurse who 
collects all kinds of nursing utensils; an imam who 
does ritual washing of the dead. These far-apart 
worlds and stories have one thing in common: They 
all involve touch. Lips, hands, fists – fragments of 
narratives and memories open up a panorama of 
popular customs surrounding touch. Touch can 
extend across borders and it can provoke, it can be 
experienced as threatening or pleasurable, it can 
stand both for basic trust and profession. “close 
to heart”: a rulebook exploring touch – need, taboo 
and refusal.



Cosmopolitan City or ... 
Brigantium in the 1st Century A.D.
Exhibition on the Third Floor
New as of 26 10 2019

A forum the size of a football pitch, an ancient 
Roman spa, the craft and trade quarter at the 
Tschermakgarten in Bregenz – the public and private 
buildings of Brigantium dating from the first century 
A.D. all fire up your imagination. Was Bregenz a 
city during the time of the Romans? It seems logical 
to assume, but there is no clear evidence. While the 
exhibition Romans or... dealt with who had been 
buried in the local burial ground, Cosmopolitan City 
or ... is all about living together in the place called 
Brigantium. Were the tasks of a community realised 
here? Did they have an administration as well as 
a fiscal and social system? How was the economic 
and religious life organised? Based on the most 
recent scientific findings and archaeological finds, 
the exhibition invites visitors to speculate about 
Brigantium, its residents and visitors.
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vorarlberg museum 
Kornmarktplatz 1
6900 Bregenz, Österreich
T +43 (0)5574 46050
vorarlbergmuseum.at

Hauptsponsor Kooperationspartner
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vorarlberg. a making-of
An Exhibition on the History of Vorarlberg
Exhibition on the Fourth Floor

How did Vorarlberg become what it seems to be 
like today? The exhibition “vorarlberg. a making-of” 
questions the past and present of a region which, 
over the course of its eventful history, has been 
subject to various cultural, political and economic 
influences. It does not tell ‘the‘ story but should be 
seen as more of a 'history laboratory' which utilises 
topics such as migration, identity and belonging to 
stimulate contemplation and debate on Vorarlberg's 
past and present.

Architecture

In 2007, the Bregenz architects Andreas Cukrowicz 
and Anton Nachbaur-Sturm won the architectural 
competition for the renovation and construction of 
the vorarlberg museum. The task was challenging: 
the aim was to incorporate the former Bezirkshaupt-
mannschaft (district administration) property – 
a listed building – into the new museum. The archi-
tects kept the structure facing the lake intact and 
created a new free-standing building on the lake-
front. The old building was included in the overall 
solution; two storeys were added and the old and the 
new buildings were united using colours to form a 
compact structure. Within 33 months a six-storey 
building of passive-house quality was constructed 
with an exhibition area of 2,400 m². A striking 
feature of the vorarlberg museum are the concrete 
flowers by the artist Manfred A. Mayr which adorn 
the building’s façade. Cast from the bottoms of  
PET bottles, they playfully reference its function  
as a “repository” for the museum’s collection.



Exhibitions in the Atrium
Free entry!

Removal of Bells in 
the First World War
Exhibition in the Atrium until 17 03 2019  

On the occasion of the memorial year 2018, the 
multimedia exhibition project showcases one aspect 
of the First World War – the countless church bells 
which were removed and melted for the war industry. 
It is only the loss of the bell that reveals its meaning 
for a community and its people. The exhibition 
project not only takes an unusual look at the home 
front but also uses a new method in history education. 
Virtual reality glasses allow visitors to revive the past 
in a sensual experience. This virtual experience was 
created in cooperation with ixxy, rootinteractive and attic 
sound Brighton/UK. 
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Grid Marrisonie: 
Marienheim 
Photographs | Installations 
Exhibition in the Atrium, 30 03 2019 – 16 06 2019

The artist Grid Marrisonie shows her photo documen-
tation on the empty Marienheim in Bregenz created 
in 2012. The photographs taken with an analogue 
35 mm camera remind visitors of the place and the 
people who used to be linked to it. Agathe Fessler 
(1870 – 1941) founded the Marienheim in 1905 in 
order to help servants who had been dismissed. The 
artist tells the story of this committed woman, who 
is regarded as the pioneer of modern social work in 
Vorarlberg, by means of installations. Personal 
documents and a diary provide further insight into 
Fessler’s life and work, and show, among other 
aspects, that, due to her self-confident attitude, the 
provincial population distrusted her and sabotaged 
her activities.

Christoph Lissy: 
My eight Fathers
Exhibition in the Atrium, 06 07 2019 – 01 09 2019

With this exhibition, Christoph Lissy thanks his 
fathers. Who are the fathers of a sculptor who grew 
up without a father and wanted to become a concert 
pianist? Among them are Ludwig van Beethoven, 
whose music deeply touched and consoled him, the 
musician Miles Davis, the writer William S. Bur-
roughs or the sculptor Bruno Gironcoli, who was his 
professor at the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna. In the 
atrium of the vorarlberg museum, the Hörbranz-
based artist presents eight father figures in the form 
of monumental painting sculptures to say thank you 
for inspiring and keeping him grounded. Quotations 



and everyday objects referring to each figure 
integrate the works into an inspiring context.

The Myth of the Idyllic 
Mountain Lodge
Artist Residences on Montafon 
Mountain Huts 2016 – 2018 
Exhibition in the Atrium, 21 09 2019 – 17 11 2019

Today, the sunburnt wooden huts and barns, nestled 
up against the idyllic slopes of the Montafon region, 
are a recreation place where many long to be. How- 
ever, they used to be hard work for farmers: They 
cleared the forests, built huts and moved with their 
herds to where there was enough grass so as to spare 
the pastures in the valley. Today, pictures of idyllic 
mountain huts overlay this historical background. 
How were these pictures made? Who produces and 
diffuses them? To what extent does the idyll match 
the experience of the real world? What do these 
mountain huts stand for today? The artists Bernhard 
Garnicnig, Matthias Garnitschnig, Claudia Larcher 
and Tobias Maximilian Schnell moved into an artist 
residence on a mountain hut in the Montafon and 
dealt with these questions in their work. A cooperation 
of KAIROS, the vorarlberg museum, the Montafon Museums 
and the ORF Vorarlberg (Austrian state television and radio).
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Alfred Seiland: 
Imperium Romanum
Exhibition in the Atrium 07 12 2019 – Feb 2020

What exactly remains of the once so powerful Roman 
Empire? It is this question that the Austrian photo 
artist Alfred Seiland (born 1952) deals with in his 
major photographic project Imperium Romanum. 
He has been documenting architectural and scenic 
traces of the Roman ancient world around the 
Mediterranean and in adjacent regions since 2006. 
The project is focused on how the people living today 
treat the historic places and what modern civilisation, 
as well as ageing and weathering processes, do to 
the ruins of the ancient world. In his photographic 
works, Alfred Seiland covers areas of tension 
between historical capital and contemporary com-
mercialisation, between preservation by museums 
and use or wear by tourists and between conservation 
and destruction of the ancient heritage. 



Opening Times

Tuesday to Sunday, 10.00 – 18.00. 
Thursdays, 10.00 – 20.00.
Closed on Mondays (except public holidays). 

Please note our summer opening times from 
1 July to 31 August 2019: Monday to Sunday, 
10.00 – 19.00, Thursday until 20.00.

Admission

Adults 9 euros, reduced 7 euros. 
Annual pass 36 euros, reduced 29 euros.
Combined ticket vm and KUB: 17 euros, 
reduced 14 euros and 12 euros for under 25s.
Groups of 15 or more 7 euros per person. 
Admission is free for children and under 19s.

Guided tours (every Saturday and Sunday at 15.00): 
admission plus 5 euros.
Guided tours can be booked by sending an email to 
kulturvermittlung@vorarlbergmuseum.at or calling 
+43 (0)5574 46050 522.

Please observe our museum rules

With the support of 
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